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NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

          

2nd Annual Midwest Street Soccer Tournament

to be played by homeless and formerly homeless
ST. LOUIS (April 5, 2011) 
They play for camaraderie.  They play for hope.  They play to remain sober.  They play for pride.  They play to become independent again.

On April 9, 2011 homeless and formerly homeless men and women from four states will convene in St. Louis to test their soccer skills at the 2nd Annual Midwest Street Soccer Invitational at Saint Louis University’s West Pine Gym.   

What is street soccer?  Street soccer is played by men and women who are homeless or formerly homeless.

In tournament and league competition, four-on-four teams play 14-minute games on an enclosed surface about the size of a tennis court. Games are exciting, fast paced, often high scoring and, most of all, fun.

The experience of being part of a team and the renewed sense of self-esteem that comes from belonging to something larger than oneself empowers participants to change their lives for the better.  Street Soccer USA organizers estimate one-third of those who play the sport leave homelessness behind for good.  

2 years ago, team captain for the St. Louis Roadies, Doug Carter, was living in an abandoned building downtown.  Around the same time he joined the St. Louis Roadies.  Carter will tell you, soccer has changed his life for the better.  Today, he enjoys a part time job as a facility manager, has his own apartment and looks forward to this Saturday when his team, the St. Louis Roadies, will compete against teams from Ft. Worth, Minneapolis and Ann Arbor beginning at 10 a.m. with finals at 4:30 p.m.  

For more information on the St. Louis Roadies or to learn more about the work of Peter & Paul Community Services’ Sports for Social Change Program visit www.stlroadies.org.

Date/Time:
Saturday, April 9, 2011

10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Venue:

3672 West Pine Street, 63103

Tickets:
$5 suggested donation
About Peter & Paul Community Services:
Peter & Paul Community Services is the nonprofit agency committed to the most difficult-to-help homeless population - those who are chronically homeless.  Begun in 1981 as a seasonal shelter, Peter & Paul Community Services (PPCS) today manages three transitional housing programs, an emergency shelter, and a meals programs serving over 1500 unduplicated clients annually. PPCS offers shelter, food, psychiatric care, job skills training, help for chemical addictions, and a welcoming community for those who are lonely.  Over 1,300 volunteers donate 8,000 hours of service each year.  More on the web at www.ppcsinc.org. 
Peter & Paul Community Services


1025 Park Avenue, Suite 1023


St. Louis, MO  63104


(314) 588-7111 ext. 206


kdeisner@ppcsinc.org








For Information Contact:


Keith Deisner, Director of Development


314.588.7111 ext. 206 office


314-662-2877 cell











